Interview with Professor Dennis L. Kelly, Director - The Coastal Dolphin Survey Project and Chairperson of the Marine Science Department, Orange Coast College.   Professor Kelly is 56 years old and has been a professor at Orange Coast College for 29 years.  Professor Kelly has a Master Degree in Biology with an emphasis in Marine Science.  He is married and has two children.  

Date: May 12, 2003

1. Question: What is your job and do you like your job?

    Answer: I teach college students about the ocean in several classes

                   that are offered at Orange Coast College.  These classes

                   include: Oceanography, Marine Biology, Marine Mammals,

                   Coastal Oceanography, Marine Aquariums, Island Ecology,

                   Intertidal Ecology, and Gray Whale Ecology.  I also am the

                   Director of the Coastal Dolphin Survey Project.  As such I 

                   plan our research objective, hunt for money to pay for this

                   project, pick students to work on the project, train these 

                   students, and organize them into study teams. 

                   Yes, I enjoy my job very much.  It is a very fulfilling job

                    to have and I get to use all of my college education and 

                    training, on a regular basis.

2. Question:  How much do you get paid?

     Answer: I do not get paid to be the Director of the Coastal Dolphin 

                    Survey Project.  For my Professor job I get paid enough 

                    to support my family and I also get excellent medical, 

                    dental, and vision care benefits, as well as life insurance, for

                    my family and I.  I am very happy with my salary.

3. Question: How did you prepare for this job, get your education, and

                      gain experience?

     Answer:  After I graduated from High School I enrolled at Fullerton

                     Community College and pursued a Associate of Arts degree

                     in Biology.  This saved me a lot of money.  I earned my 

                     Associate of Arts Degree in Biology in 1968.  I took classes in

                     biology, zoology, botany, and marine biology as well as 

                     classes in philosophy, math, physics, chemistry, and 

                     geology.  I also went on lots of field trips, volunteered to 

                      participate in oceanographic and marine biology research

                      cruises, and began studying marine science in my free time.

                      After my A.A. Degree I enrolled at California State 

                      University, Fullerton and pursued a Bachelor of Arts 

                      Degree in Biology, with an emphasis on Marine Biology.

                      Again, I took more biology related classes including: 

                      Developmental Biology, Molecular Biology, Microbiology,

                      Marine Ecology, and Anatomy and Physiology.  In addition

                      to this I took more math (including calculus), advanced 

                      chemistry classes, advanced marine geology, Biological 

                      Oceanography, Marine Botany, Marine Invertebrate 

                      Zoology, and Ichthyology (the study of fishes).   I 

                      volunteered to take part in field research, I earned my 

                      scuba diving certificate, I went on several more 

                      oceanographic and marine biological research cruise, and

                      carried out small ocean related research projects on my 

                      own.

                      While I was finishing my Bachelor of Arts Degree I 

                      enrolled in classes at the U.S.C./Wrigley Marine 

                      Laboratory at Santa Catalina Island.  I also attended 

                      seminar classes at Scripps Institution of Oceanography,

                      Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Massachusetts,

                      and at Stanford's Hopkins Marine Station in Monterey.

                      In June of 1971 I was awarded my Bachelor of Arts 

                      Degree in Biology (with an emphasis in marine biology

                      and oceanography) from California State University,

                      Fullerton. 

                      After graduation I got a job as a full-time Lab Attendant

                      at the Life Sciences Department at Fullerton Community

                      College - which I kept for three years.  I really learned a

                      lot about biology, business, accounting, inventory, 

                      organization, and marine science while I had this job.  I

                      also learned how to take care of a large sea water 

                      aquarium system that I helped design and build.

                      In 1972 I re-enrolled at California State University, 

                      Fullerton and pursued a Master of Arts Degree in Marine

                      Science.  I ended up taking lots of seminar classes, 

                      additional advanced marine science classes (i.e. 

                      Plankton and Productivity), and I formulated and

                      and carried out a long-term research study of the 

                      Reproductive Ecology of three solitary ascidians 

                      (tunicates or sea squirts) in Newport Harbor, Calif.

                      I had three scientist/professor thesis advisors and 

                      finished my research in 1974, published my thesis,

                      and began looking for a job - I was primarily hoping to 

                      get paid to carry out marine scientific research.

                      I ended up applying for and being offered six different

                      jobs in marine science but the one offered by Orange

                      Coast College, to be a professor of marine science, seemed

                      the best.  So I accepted it in September 1974.  I have 

                      worked at Orange Coast College ever since.

4. Question:  What do like the best about your job and what do you like

                       the least?

    Answer:    I like the following things about my job.
                       The best part of my job is when I get to carry out scientific

                       research on ocean marine life - either by research vessel,

                       by scuba diving, or in our marine lab at the college.  I 

                       enjoy discovering new things about the life in the ocean 

                       and how the ocean works.  I also enjoy working with 

                       young adults (most of my students are just out of high 

                       school) and returning students (single parents or moms

                       who's kids have all moved away).  I also enjoy my 

                       colleagues at Orange Coast College - in both the sciences

                       and other fields.  I always am asking them questions about

                       their field of expertise and knowledge and its fun to know 

                       people who have a similar level of knowledge, as your own,

                       but in a completely different field.   

                       Finally, I started a research project in the Marine Science

                       Department back in 1977 - called the Coastal Dolphin 

                       Survey Project.   I direct the project, still to this day, and 

                       my student participants and I carry out studies of 

                       population biology, ecology, and behavior on these

                       coastal bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus).  We  

                       have discovered many things about them (i.e. population 

                       size, behavior characteristics, movement patterns, food 

                       preference, birthing behavior, and causes of death) and 

                       we have written and published scientific articles about 

                       our discoveries in scientific journals.  I really enjoy doing

                       this and it is fascinating work.  

                       Recently (April 2003) we had the chance to carry out a 

                       new type of research (we called it the "Night Watch" 

                       study) where we put out four sonobuoys (underwater 

                       listening devices) off of Crystal Cove State Park along the 

                       Orange County Coast and then watched and listened for 

                       dolphins (as they passed by) from this location for 24 

                       hours two weekends in a row.  During daylight hours we 

                       used a camera with a telephoto lens, binoculars and a 

                       spotting scope to view and record dolphins.  We also 

                       recorded their sound (squeaks, squeals, and clicks).  At 

                       night we used night vision goggles and a night vision 

                       "starlight" scope to watch the dolphins!  This was really

                       interesting, it hasn't been done before, and we learned 

                       a lot about the secret world of the night of coastal 

                       dolphins.

                       I also enjoy the students, teaching, lecturing, running lab 

                       exercises, and taking field trips.  I also am the director of a 

                        2500 gallon chilled, re-circulating sea water aquarium at 

                        the college. This allows us to maintain live marine animals 

                        in captivity for further study and observation. That is 

                        very enjoyable.

                        I don't like the following things about my job.   
                        There is a lot of paper work involved with my job and 

                        I don't enjoy doing all that paper work.  There is a lot

                        of bureaucracy involved with my job and I definitely 

                        don't enjoy that.  It seems like, sometimes, I can't do the

                        simplest things without having to get signatures and  

                        approvals from my boss, his boss, and even the president 

                        of the school.   

                        I don't enjoy having students in my class who are either

                        not prepared for college or are lazy and will not do the

                        work I require to get a passing grade in my classes, but

                        want one never the less.  

                        I don't enjoy some of my college professor colleagues who

                        don't want to teach or are not very good at it, but refuse

                        to work on getting better and, therefore, are cheating the

                        students of a chance to learn a subject.

                        I don't enjoy the fact that, in general, the Community 

                        Colleges of California are always under funded by the 

                        state government and are treated like they are still part

                        of high school (by the state legislature and the governor)

                        and not part of the higher education system (i.e. 

                        California State University and the University of 

                        California).

5. Question:   What would you do differently, about your career, if you

                        had it all to do over again?

    Answer:      If I could know what I know today, I would do the 

                        following things differently.  I would have tried to earn a

                        doctorate in marine science while I was still in my 

                        twenties.  I would have taken additional classes in 

                        mammalian biology and ecology while still in college.  I 

                        would like to have become affiliated with a larger 

                        marine scientific research institution early on in my 

                        career - something like the Monterey Bay Aquarium 

                        Research Institute.  

6.  Question:  What are the most exciting things you have ever done

                        in your career?

     Answer:    Well, in 1992 I had the opportunity to be a research 

                        assistant aboard a scientific research vessel that 

                        went to Antarctica for five weeks.  That was most 

                        exciting!  I went again, this time as a lecturer on a 

                        cruise ship, in 2000.  It too was a very exciting trip.

                        In 2001 I went on a whale watching trip with my 

                        wife, Laurie, in Monterey Bay.   During that one 

                        four hour cruise we saw hundreds of sea lions, thousands 

                        of dolphin, eight humpback whales that were feeding 

                        at the surface, and a pod of Killer Whales.  While 

                        we were observing the killer whales, they attacked, killed,

                        and ate several sea lions.  Pretty exciting stuff!

                        Over the last 29 years, I have had the opportunity to take 

                        groups of students on Field Ecology trips to the jungles

                        of the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico; the island of Ponape

                        in Micronesia; the San Juan Islands of Washington State;

                        the gray whale lagoons of Baja California, Mexico; and 

                        six of the eight channel islands of southern California.  All

                        of these trips were memorable and exciting.

7. Question:  Do you have any recommendations for someone interested

                       in pursuing a career like yours?

     Answer:   Get a very good education, take lots of classes, earn "A's",

                       and volunteer for outside of class field trips and other 

                       experience opportunities.  Don't give up when the going 

                       gets tough!  Don't let others discourage you and set goals 

                       for yourself that are reasonable and attainable.  If you 

                       have a dream, you have to live your dream, and not let 

                       others dictate what that dream should be.   Don't let   

                       others tell you have you can't attain your dreams.
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