Island Ecology - Ecology 110

Course Syllabus for Summer Semester 2006
Course Ticket # 0031, 3 units, grade or credit/no credit

Class meets: 5:50 - 9:00 p.m. Tuesday/Thursday

Class begins - Tuesday, June 20 and ends August 13

with one week trip to Rabbit Island August 6 - 11, 2006.

Class meeting location: Lewis Center Bldg - Room 102

                                     Instructor:   Professor Dennis L. Kelly
                                                           Marine Science Department  

                                                           Orange Coast College

                                                           Phone: (714) 432-5564

                                    Student Teaching Assistants: Allicia Shroyer and Larissa 

                                                                                       Clary

                                    Email: dkelly@occ.cccd.edu

                                    Office: Lewis Center for Applied Science Room 115

                                    Class website: 

                                    http://www.dkatantarctic.com/IslandEcology.html  

                                    Rabbit Island website:

                                    http://www.dkatantarctic.com/RabbitIsland.html
                                        Instructors Office hours:  

                                    Monday - No Office Hours

                                                Tuesday - 4:50 - 5:50 p.m.

                                                Wednesday - No Office Hours

                                                Thursday -  4:50 - 5:50 p.m.

                                                Friday - No Office Hours

Catalogue and Class Schedule description:
      The principles of ecology will be applied to islands of the world with a special emphasis on the channel islands of southern California and O.C.C.'s Rabbit Island in British Columbia, Canada.  Discussion about both terrestrial and marine ecology will be occur and examples in every ocean area of the world will be used.  May be taken for grades or on a credit-no credit basis.  One week field trip to Rabbit Island (Required for class) from August 6 (Sunday) to August 11 (Friday), 2006.
Textbook required:  

1.) Natural History of the Islands of California - by Allan A. Schoenherr, C. Robert    Feldmeth, and Michael J. Emerson. 2000. University of California Press, $45 or more, 492 pages, ISBN #: 0-52-021197-9.

2.) Composition Book (Your Journal) Required: 10 X 8", 80 Sheet, College and Margin Ruled, Black and white cover.  Both of these are available

     in the O.C.C. Bookstore.  

Handouts:  

There will be quite handouts given out during this semester.  Pick these up on your way into class and read them and be sure that you thoroughly summarize all of them in writing in your journal (two or more pages each!).    

Prerequisites:  

Interest, commitment, and desire to really understand the islands on our planet and the living things that inhabit these islands and the waters around them.  A commitment by the student to become both literate in the concepts of Island Ecology and Ocean Science.
Grading:  

You must choose to take this class for a letter grade option or Credit/No Credit option, when you register for the class.  That cannot be changed subsequently.
Quizzes: 

There will be quizzes given periodically (seven total, see schedule) and they are worth 20 points each.  There are no make up quizzes, so don't miss a quiz.  By the way, you can take a quiz early!  The quizzes will cover the lectures, reading assignments, and handouts previously covered since the last quiz.  They will consist of true and false, matching, fill-in the blank, and short essay questions.   

Exams:

Two exams will be given during the semester.  The exams are worth 100 points.  Slides and digital images may be use on exams and there will be multiple choice, true and false, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and essay questions on each exam.   ALL STUDENTS TAKING THE CLASS FOR GRADE OR CREDIT MUST TAKE AND PASS THE QUIZZES AND EXAMS WITH A GRADE OF "C" OR BETTER TO RECEIVE A CREDIT FOR THE CLASS!!

Field Trip: 

There is a mandatory one week field trip (no exceptions!) as part of this class to O.C.C.'s Rabbit Island field station (Sunday, August 6 - Friday, August 11).  Each student is responsible for his or her own transportations (air, car, etc) to and from the point of departure for the trip to Rabbit Island (Schooner Cove, Fairwinds Resort, City of Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada).  Also, there is a $100 food and food preparation charge for the one week on Rabbit Island that must be paid at the time of registration for the class (Payment must be made to Rene Goode in the O.C.C. Foundation Office in the Administration Bldg at O.C.C.).  Student must bring with them their own clothing, pack, and other necessary supplies to the Rabbit Island site.  Logistics for this field trip will be covered in detail at the beginning of the class.

Attendance:
It's very simple - I expect you to be in class every night the class meets.  If you miss two or more classes you will be dropped from the class (remember, this is not an invitation to miss "any" class!).  Do not make other plans for the eight weeks of class on Tuesday and Thursday nights from 5:50 - 9:00 p.m.!  If you do it will definitely effect your final grade.
The I Search Paper – Island Ecology Literature Research Assignment:

     There will be a semester-long library research project called the “I Search Paper” for this class.  You will be asked to come up with a question focused on a specific aspect of Island Ecology.   You will be given a detailed handout about this assignment at the beginning of the semester.  A typed report (worth 100 points) and a oral report (worth 50 points) based upon this assignment will be due at the end of the semester.  

Your (Extra Credit) Journal Opportunity:
The composition book you are encouraged to purchase for this class is to be used as your Island Ecology (extra credit) journal to document all of your learning with regard to Island Ecology in this class.  To receive all of the extra credit points possible, we will expect you to read your textbook thoroughly and document your actual learning, as you read, in your journal.  Specifically, we expect you to write down new terms you encounter while reading and define them.  Also, we expect to see summaries of each chapter from the textbook in your journal.  We may even have you write, occasionally, in your journal in class.  We expect you to summarize, in writing, all handouts you are given in class in your journal.  You are encouraged to keep lecture notes in your journal as well. 

     All outside of class activity and learning (personal or class field trips) must be thoroughly documented and summarized in your extra credit journal with dates and photos to accompany them. 
       Each journal entry must be titled clearly, dated, and appropriately organized and separated from other entries so that we  can evaluate and grade your journal easily when we collect it.  Also, all entries must be written in black or dark blue ink, legible, neat, and easy for us to read.  

       You should include summaries of newspaper articles or magazine articles in your journal (not the article itself or the magazine!) but not at the expense of space that would normally be used for textbook reading, handout entries, and field trip reports.  In other words, don't fill your journal with newspaper or magazine articles!  We expect you to bring your journal to class.  Your journals will be collected, evaluated, and assigned a grade twice, once at the middle of the semester for 50 points and once at the end of the semester for 50 points.  Since this will be your only opportunity to earn extra credit this semester we strongly recommend that you take advantage of this opportunity.   We expect to see a continuous effort from day one by you using the journal.  If after reading this you are still not sure how we want the journal to look bring your journal in any time to one of my weekly office hours  or any time the class meets and give it to one of the student teaching assistants for evaluation and feedback, before you turn it in for extra credit.  They have plenty of experience with keeping journals and grading journals.  They will be happy to offer you assistance and advice in completing this extra credit journal assignment.
Final grades:
This class is offered for grade or credit.  I expect students in this class to earn a grade of "C" or better if they wish to receive "credit" for the class.  The final grade for the class is based on your total points from quizzes, exams, your I Search Paper written and oral reports, and Instructor Evaluation Credit (a somewhat subjective evaluation by me based on my assessment of your overall effort, participation, cooperation, attitude, and attendance, etc).  

Preliminary Projection of points:

                             Exams (2 @ 100 points)  ----------------       200

                             Quizzes ( 7 @ 20 points) ----------------       140

                             I Search Paper written report---------       100

                             I Search Paper oral report -------------         50

                         Instructor Evaluation Credit ---------        100

                         Total                                                               590

Basis for the final grade (grading scale): 

Use the following scale at any time during or at the end of the semester to estimate your final grade.

                       A or credit       =  88 - 100%  =     519  -  590     points   

                       B or credit       =  77 -  87%   =     454  -  518     points   

                       C or credit       =  67 - 86%    =     395  -  453     points 

                       D or no credit  =  57 - 66%    =     336  -  394     points   

                       F  or no credit  =  0   -   56%  =       0    -  335    points   

Academic Honesty and Civility

       I expect all students, in all cases, to practice academic honesty when you work in any capacity in this class.  That means that you do not ask other students for answers during quizzes or exams, you do not copy their work, and you do not copy the words from books or other sources of information.  All the words in your journal, quizzes, exams, oral and written reports must be your own (unless you quote or paraphrase others and reference the source).  Also, you do not give other students your work to copy.  I expect you to inform me immediately if you find out that anyone in this class is not practicing academic honesty. 

     I also require that you practice civility, cooperation, and courteousness in my class to your fellow students, the course assistants, and myself.  I do not condone and will not tolerate foul language and inappropriate behavior by students that I deem disruptive to the order and progress of the class.

Island Ecology Class Syllabus Chit:

To attend my class you must fill out and submit the attached chit

 to me at the end of the first meeting of this class or deliver it to me at the beginning of the second class meeting.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                   Fill out, crease here, tear off, and hand in

Key Instructions:                                                                            Check off here:

1. The instructor expects you to be in class every class meeting   ____________    
      and to arrive early. No absences. Attendance is taken daily 
      and people who are frequently absent or arrive late will be 
      dropped.  A one week mandatory field trip to O.C.C.'

Rabbit Island is required for completion of this class.  
2. Do not bring food or beverages into class and turn off all         _____________                                                    cell phones and pagers.  A extra credit journal is offered

     for this class.  You are required to complete a library literature 

assignment (the I Search Paper) and present a oral report

on the results of your research assignment. 
3. There are two exams for this class, seven quizzes (including     _____________

    a syllabus quiz) and you are required to answer essay 

    questions with each of the exams.  
4. The instructor requires that you practice academic                   ______________ 

    honesty at all times and that you be civil & courteous to other

    students in the class, the course assistant, & the instructor.                                                                             

I have received and have been encourage          _____________________________

to carefully read and consider the syllabus                 Student Signature

for the Island Ecology Class.

                                            ______________      _____________________________ 

                                                         Date                              Student I.D. #

                                        ________________________________________________

                                                                   Print your name here    

Proposed Class Schedule

Week #/Date            Topic                                      Homework/Reading

     1      June 20     Introduction to Course             Handout - Syllabus

             Tue           The Southern Calif. Channel   Textbook - pp 1 - 4

                               Islands. Island Biology,             Chap #1 - pp 5 - 17

                               Biogeography & Endemism     Review sheet Exam #1

             Discussion of Rabbit Island Field Trip in July, Logistics, 

             Rabbit Island Manual, and Release and Waiver Forms

            Discussion of  I Search Paper –                Handouts

            Literature Research Assignment

           Note: Part I: Due on Thursday, June  29, typed, 

                     must include Title: What I Know about 

                     the topic; What I assume or imagine is

                     true of topic.  15 points possible
            June 22          Colonization of Islands             Text: Chap #1 pp  

             Thur             Biogeography Theory,                          17 - 31

                                   Evolution on Islands      

                                   Syllabus Quiz - 20 points possible
     2      June 27        Quiz #1 - 20 points - Wks 1      Text: Chap #1 pp

             Tue               & all assigned reading                         31 - 46

                                   & handouts.

                                   Human Impacts on Islands

                                   Ecology, Introduced Species

             June 29        Geological History of the         Text: Chap #2 pp  

             Thur             Islands                                                   47 - 58

Note – Due today, Part I of I Search Paper, typed, must include: Title; What I     

             know about the topic; What I assume or imagine is true of the topic.  
             15 pts possible.  Due at the beginning of class, don’t wait to be asked 
             for it.

  3          July 4             No Class Tonight - School Holiday 
              July 6            Graded Part I – I Search Paper returned
               Thur
            Note – Part II of I Search Paper due on, Tue July 25, typed, must 
                        include Title; What I Know about the topic; What I assume or 
                        imagine is true of topic; The Search; What I Discovered 
                        (including references and direct quotes), and Bibliography. 
                        35 pts possible.

                                       Quiz #2 - 20 points covers         Text: Chap #3 pp 

                                       week #2 plus all assigned                  59 - 69

                                       reading & handouts.

                                   Early Human Populations of Islands
4             July 11        Exam #1 - 100 points, covers weeks 1 - 3, all

                Tue                               reading, lectures, and handouts. 70 

                                                      minutes. 

                                    Marine Life  (beginning)           Text: Chap #4  pp

                                                                                                      70 - 101

              July 13        Test results                          Review Sheet Exam #2

               Thur
                                  All extra credit journals due for Evaluation and

                                  grading  - 50 points possible.

                                  Marine Life (conclusion)          Text: Chap #4 pp

                                                                                                   101 - 146

                                   Santa Catalina Island               Text: Chap #5 pp

                                        (beginning)                                        147 - 170

5              July  18     Quiz #3 - 20 points covers week 4 plus all  

                  Tue                           assigned reading and handouts

                                   Santa Catalina Island                    Text: Chap #5 pp

                                       (conclusion)                                             170 - 195

                                   Graded, recorded extra credit journals to be handed back

                                   with comments by Student T.A.'s 

               July   20      Quiz #4 - 20 points covers week 4 and 5 (Santa Catalina

                  Thur                         Island lectures, reading, handouts) 

                                 The Northern Channel Islands         Text: Chap #6 pp

                                      (beginning)                                                 196 - 243                              

6           July 25       The Northern Channel Islands             Text: Chap #6 pp

              Tue                  (Continued)                                                 243 -  272                            

             Note: Due today: Part II of I Search Paper, typed, must include: Title; 
                        What I Know about topic; What I assume or imagine is true of 
                        topic; The Search; and What I Discovered (including references 

                                and direct quotes), and Bibliography. 35 pts possible.  Due at the      

                                beginning of class, don’t wait to be asked for it.   

            July 27        Graded Part II – I Search paper handed back.
              Thur
          Note: Part III (Final Draft) of I Search Paper & Oral report due on 
                    Thursday, August 3, typed, must include: Title; What I know 
                    about the topic; What I assume or imagine is true of topic; The 
                    Search; What I discovered; Summary and Conclusion; 
                    Bibliography.  50 points possible for Part III, 50 points possible 

                    for Oral Report due on August 3.
                                 The Northern Channel Islands             Text: Chap #6 pp

                                                                                                              272 - 313  
7          August 1      Quiz #5 - 20 points, Covers weeks 5 & 6, all reading, and
               Tue                             handouts.  The Northern Channel Islands.

                                 The Outer Channel Islands                  Text: Chap #7 pp
                                                                                                              314 - 333

                                 The Outer Channel Islands                  Text: Chap #7 pp

                                                                                                             333 - 357
           August 3      Quiz #6 - 20 pts, Covers the Outer Channel Islands

             Thur                                            

              Note: Part III (Final Draft) of I Search Paper due tonight when you       

                        walk in, don’t wait to be asked for it.  Must be typed and must 
                        include: Title; What I know about topic; What I assume or 

                        imagine; The Search; What I Discovered; Summary and 

                        Conclusion; Bibliography.  50 points possible.

             Student Oral Reports on I Search Paper due tonight.  50 points 
             possible.

              Discussion tonight of last minute plans for Rabbit Island, arrival

              times, passports, and other contingencies.
NOTE:   Rabbit Island Island Field Trip: August 6 (Sunday) - August 11
                (Friday).   Plan on arriving in the City of Nanaimo (at 

                the airport?) prior to 2:00 p.m. on August 6 (Sunday).  Call

                Professor Kelly as soon as you land and check in with him

                whether or not you arrive by plane.

8   August 7      Morning Lecture: Orientation to Rabbit Island and the 
        Mon                                           biogeography around Rabbit Island.                              

                          Activity: Probably a hike around Rabbit Island and followed 
                                          in the afternoon by either an intertidal study (depending 

                                          upon tides) or a land based study.

                          Evening Lecture: The Biogeography of British Columbia                                            

     August 8      Morning Lecture: Plate Tectonics of British Columbia   

       Tue

                          Activity: Chemical and Geological Oceanographic study 

                                           and followed in the afternoon by a trip to 

                                           Jedediah Island

                          Evening Lecture: Marine Life of British Columbia
    August 9       Morning Lecture: Native People of British Columbia             

     Wed           

                           Activity: Boat Cruise and visit to Lasqueti Island

                          Evening: T.A. run review session for final exam
    August 10    Morning: All extra credit journals due for Evaluation and

       Thur                            grading - 50 points possible.

                         Afternoon : Final Exam - 100 points. Covers weeks 4            

                                              - 8, covers all reading, all handouts.  Some questions
                                              will be comprehensive from Exams 1       

                         Evening: Clean-up and packing for tomorrow departure
  August 11     Early morning departure from Rabbit Island

      Fri
Note:  Final Grades will be posted by Friday, August 18.  Graded journals & Exam 

             #2  will be available for pick up by students on same day and for two weeks

             afterward at Professor Kelly's office.
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